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Abstract 
Although  Zygmunt  Bauman has written very little directly about education, his underpinning ideas 
on the transition from solid to liquid modernity, the mechanisms of social exclusion, the Other 
and the stranger  have had a significant  impact  on education research. Taking his starting point 
from a questionable   secular  reading  of Emmanuel  Levinas’s  contribution to ethics, Bauman’s 
account of social exclusion has become well respected. The social forces described by Bauman 
are always external  to the individual in Bauman’s social analysis of suffering in that it places no 
emphasis on the culpability of other human  agents  as the cause of the Other’s suffering. This 
article identifies this underemphasis on human agency as a flaw in Bauman’s analysis and evaluates 
Bauman’s largely ignored  and problematic understanding of inclusion, in which social inclusion and 
exclusion are based on the same mechanisms and identified  as two sides of the same coin central 
for maintaining social solidarity. 
 
 
Keywords 
Agency, ‘agentic’ state, adiaphoria, Bauman, Levians, inclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
 
Corresponding  author: 
Shaun Best, School of Education, University of Winchester, Winchester, SO22 4NR, UK. 
Email: shaun.best@winchester.ac.uk 
2 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
Culture as Praxis
Wasted  Lives:  Modernity   and  Its 
Outcasts
 
Human  waste/wasted lives 
 
Wasted  Lives:  Modernity   and  Its  Outcasts 
Best 3  
 
. . . 
human waste 
homo sacer
homo sacer 
homo sacer homo sacer 
homo sacer 
 
4 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
 
Modernity and the Holocaust 
 
Modernity and the Holocaust 
 
 
for by 
 
 
Best 5  
 
E
. . . 
 
Morality, ethics and the absence of agency 
 
Modernity and the Holocaust 
for with 
6 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
Modernity  and the Holocaust
 
 
 
Levinas’s philosophy 
 
Best 7  
 
with for 
8 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
with 
for 
 
. . . 
 
. . . 
 
 
The moral  party of two 
 
Best 9  
 
sous rapture  
Management  in a  Liquid  Modern  World
10 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
 
. . . 
 
with for 
 
. . . 
mis . . . 
 
Of God and Man
Best 11  
 
 
 
 
Character and fate 
 
. . . 
 
. . . 
 
12 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
 
Why  is proximity moral? 
 
Best 13  
 
invocation 
. . . 
14 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
. . . 
. . . 
. . . 
 
Conclusions 
 
Best 15  
 
References 
 
Remedial and Special Education 
Culture as Praxis
Culture and Praxis
Modernity  and the Holocaust
Modernity 
and the Holocaust
Thinking Sociologically
Work, Consumerism and the New Poor
Modernity  and Ambivalence
Postmodern Ethics
Life in Fragments
Culture as Praxis
Culture as Praxis
In Search of Politics
Community: Seeking Safety in an Insecure World
Wasted Lives: Modernity  and Its Outcasts
The Art of Life
Review of Education, Pedagogy, and Cultural Studies 
Collateral Damage: Social Inequalities in a Global Age
What Use Is Sociology? Conversations with Michael-Hviid Jacobsen and Keith Tester
Management   in  a  Liquid  Modern  World
On Education
Of God and Man
Practices  of Selfhood
European Educational Research Journal  
European  Educational 
Research Journal  
European Journal  of 
Social Theory 
European  Educational  Research 
Journal  
Polish Sociological Review 
International  Journal  of Music Education 
Totality  and Inﬁnity
Ethics and Inﬁnity:  Conversations with Philippe Nemo
Entre nous
Thesis Eleven 
16 Power and Education 0(0)  
 
The Sociology of Zygmunt Bauman: Challenges and 
Critique
Bowling Alone
The Irregular  School: Exclusion, Schooling and Inclusive Education
Asian Journal of 
Inclusive Education 
European Journal  of Cultural Studies 
Cultural Sociology 
Moral  Culture
The Social Thought of Zygmunt Bauman
British Journal of Sociology of 
Education 
